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The Sawtooth and Salmon-Challis National Forests have reviewed your ''Strategic 
Recommendations for Wildfire Hazard Mitigation'' Paper. Your coordination and partnership on 
such an important issue is critical and the Forest Service genuinely thanks you for the efforts of 

pulling such a diverse group of people together. 

The Forest Service agrees that high intensity fires, with the potential to impact values at risk, are 
a concern within the Sawtooth Valley and adjacent lands. The recommendations the 
Collaborative has provided are a great framework to begin with. Over time, the Forest Service 
hopes to accomplish many of the fuel modifications suggested by the Collaborative, as well as, 
have cooperative dialogue about implementation of such treatments. This will likely incltide 
conversations about time of year, fu11di11g, and tradeoffs (i.e. smoke i11 the air in order to conduct 

a prescribed bum). 

The Forest Service is grateful to have had initial conversations about the uncertainty of where 
and when a wildfire ignition will occtir, as well as, the efficacy of various treatments within 
certain fuel types under certain conditions. These t1ncertainties in a dynamic system are always 
challenges, but we believe the framework the Collaborative has drafted and on-going 
conversations with experience and science as the basis, will lead us towards success. 

What does success look like? The development and implementation of a strategic fuels plan will 
be a critical need to guide our cooperative efforts. We plan to develop a strategic fuels plan in 
coordination with the Collaborative and ultimately include a tentative 5 year action plan for 
implementation. The strategic plan will include the zones identified by the Collaborative and 
will be interactively developed with mtiltiple partners. Projects will be drafted based on this plan 
and can be at the landscape or smaller scale depending on the objectives. These projects will 
incorporate a variety of fuel treatment opportunities and a lasting, cooperative partnership with 
the Collaborative where funding, education and other opport11nities can be more readily realized. 

The Sawtooth National Forest is proceeding with two projects identified by the Collaborative. 
The 210 Road Project is in a high priority zone (Zone B Collaborative Map), and has a standing 
pre-existing history of patch cuts and wildfire (Road 210 Fire). We plan to use this project as a 
small scale, ''pilot project'' to not only explore treatment possibilities but also to keep the 
partnership and funding requirements realistic and successful. The Highway 21 Conifer 
Encroachment Project is also in a high priority zone (Zone D Collaborative Map) , where 
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